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Dear Councillor

I am writing to express my support for the purchase of the Grammar School's
sports and swimming facilities.

We currently use Kirkstall, Valley sports centre for our swimming. We really
believe that we should not charge our pupils for these lessons. So we take the
money from our school budget. Over 50o/o of what we spend on swimming is
for transport.

lf we were able to book these swimming facilit ies and walk to the venue,
which we certainly could do if these facilit ies were purchased, I could enable
three classes to attend instead of the current one. This would be 90 children
having lessons every year compared to 30 children at the moment.

Many of our pupils come from low-income families for which paying for
swimming is out of the question. We are the only source of lessons for that
child. lf they have not learnt to swim by the time they finish the one-year
course with us they may never learn.

ln addition to this our sports hall is very small and has to be out of use for a
large part of the day to facilitate it being set up as a dining hall. lf we were
able to access another Hall within walkinq distance we could enhance our
provision.

In this day of government urging us to collaborate more and to engage in and
provided extended schools services this purchase would go a long way to
help us achieve this and contribute to the council 's targets in its children's
plan and contributes significantly to the every child matters agenda.

Shire Oak C of E Primary School whole-heartedly supports this imitative and
would guarantee supporting it should the council take on these facilit ies.

Mark Edwards
Head Teacher
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